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n E ſhort * 

5 curious account of che 
Ruſſian Empire, as it began to 
emerge from barbariſm in the 
year 17 10, cannot but be ac- 
ceptable to the public from 
the curioſity of the ſubject, 
and from the merit of the per- 
formance. Lord Moleſworth's 
account of the Revolution in 
Denmark, which totally over- 
turned the conſtitution of that 


A 2 country 
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country, is one of our ſtandard 
books. Lord Whitworth's little 
treatiſe will throw conſiderable 
lights upon the formation of 
the Muſcovite power, and upon 
the plans of that extraordinary 
genius, Peter the Great. Each 
author ſhows what laſting bene- 
fits Embaſſadors and foreign 
Miniſters might confer on man- 
kind, beyond the temporary 
utility of negotiating and ſend- 
ing intelligence. 


Our WEIS Charles Lord 
Whitworth, was ſon of Richard 


Whitworth 


['v] 
Whitworth . Eſq; of Blower- 
pipe in Staffordſhire, who a- 
bout the time of the Revolu- 
tion had ſettled at Adbaſton. 
He married Anne Moſeley, niece 
of dir Oſwald Moſeley of Cheſ- 
hire, by whom he had fix 
ſons and a daughter. Charles; 
Richard, lieutenant-colonel of 
the Queen's own royal regi- 
ment of horſe; Edward, cap- 
tain of a man of war; Gerard, 
one of the chaplains to King 
George the Firſt ; John, cap- 
tain of dragoons ; Francis, ſur- 
veyor-general of his Majefty's 

woods, 
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woods, and ſecretary of the iſland 
of Barbadoes, father of Charles 
Whitworth 'Eſq; member in 
the preſent parliament for Mine- 
head in Somerſetſhire; and 
Anne, married to Ter Paun- 
cefort Eſq; of Lincolnſhire. 


Charles, * eldeſt ſon, was 
bred under that accompliſhed 
miniſter and poet, Mr. Stepney, 
and having attended him through 
ſeveral courts of Germany, was 
in the year 1702 appointed 
Reſident at the Diet of Ratis- . 
bon. In 1704, He was named 
Envoy extraordinary to the court 


of 


Lv] 
of Peterſburgh, as He was ſent 
Embaſſador extraordinary thither 
on a more ſolemn and important 
occaſion in 1710. M. de Ma- 
tueof, the Czars miniſter at 
London, had been arreſted in 
the public ſtreet by two bailiffs, 
at the ſuit of ſome tradeſmen 
to whom he was in debt. 
This affront had like to have 
been attended with very ſeri- 
ous conſequences. The Czar, 
who had been abſolute enough 
to civilize ſavages, had no idea, 
could | conceive none, of the 
privileges of a nation civilized 


In 


[ vii] 
in the only rational manner, 
by laws and liberties. He de- 
manded immediate and ſevere 
puniſhment of the offenders : 
He demanded it of a Princeſs, 
whom he: thought intereſted to 
afſert the facredneſs of the 
perſons of Monarchs, even in 
their repreſentatives; ; and He 
demanded it with threats of 
wrecking his vengeance on all 
Engliſh merchants and fubjedts 
eſtabliſhed in His dominions. 


In this light the menace was 
 formidable--——-otherwiſe; happi- 
7 the rights of a whole peo- 

ple 


[ is ] 

ple were more ſacred here than 
the perſons of foreign miniſ- 
ters. The Czar's' memorials 
urged the Queen with the ſatis- 
faction which She had extort- 
ed herſelf, when only the boat 
and ſervants of che Earl ef 
Mancheſter had been inſulted 
at Venice. That State had 
broken through their funda- 
mental laws to content the 
Queen of Great Britain. How 
noble a picture of government, 
when a Monarch that can 
force another nation to infringe 
it's conſtitution, dare not vio- 

b late 


o 


* 1 


late his wn! One may ima- 
gine with what difficulties our 
Secretaries of State muſt have 
laboured through all the am- 
bages of phraſe in Engliſh, 
French, German and Ruſs, to 
explain to Muſcovite ears and 
Muſcovite underſtandings, the 
meaning of indictments,  plead- 
ings, precedents, juries and ver- 
dicts?; and how. jimpatiently 
Peter e liſtened to 

* Mr. Dayrolles In his letter to the-Ruſſiah 
Embaſſador,, March 10, 1705. gives him 2 


particular account of the Trial before the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hole. 


Vide;Mttley's Life of Peter I. wal. 2. p. 57. 


promiſes 


[xi ] 
promiſes of a hearing next 
term] With what aſtoniſhment 
muſt He have beheld a great 
Queen, engaging to endeavour 
paſs an act to prevent any ſuch 
outrage for the future ! [ What 
honour daes it reflect on the 
memory of. that Prinoeſs to ſce 
ber not bluſh to own to an 
arbitrary Emperor, that even 
to appeaſe him She dared not 
put the meaneſt of her ſubjects 
to death uneondemned by law | 
There are, ſays ſheꝰ, in one 
of her diſpatches to him, in- 


K* ibid. 57 67. 


b a « ſuperable 


ä «-fuperable- difficulties with re- 
r ſpect to the ancient and fun- 
r damental laws of che govern- 
* ment of our people, which 
Gwe fear do not permit ſo ſevere 
« and rigorous a ſentence to be 
given, as 'your Imperial Ma- 
« jeſty at firſt ſeemed to expect 
in this caſe: And we perſuade 
our Self, that you Imperial 
« Majeſty, who üre a Prince 
* famous for clemency and for 
«exact Juſtice, will not require 
« us, who are the guardian arid 
* proteFireſs of the daun, to in- 
« flict 4 puniſhment upon our 

' e ſubjects, 
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cc ſuhjects, Which the law does 
cc not empower. us to do.” 
Words f fo venerable. and heroic, 
that, this bell ought” to. be 
come Hiſtory, and be exempted 
from the oblivion due to the 
filly ſquabbles of cmbaſſadors 
and their privileges. . If Anne 
deſerved praiſe for — conduct 
on this occaſion, it reflects ſtill 
greater glory on Peter, that this 
ferocious man had patience to 
liſten to theſe details, and had 
moderation and juſtice. enough 
to be perſuaded wok the reaſon 
of them. $1 wh * 


» 


Mr. 


7 Vr. Which Gicht Had che 8 
our of "terminating th this quarrel, 
In 1 71⁰ He bom , ap pointed 


81 
1 


Plenip tentiary to "the Dict "af 
2 "M305 TIS [Ty 114 
Auſbourg . an Ration; in 


1736) e be 

Plenipotentiary, to. "the King of 
Pruſſia. In 1937, | Envoy ex- 
traordinary to the Hague. In 
| I.7.1 I 9, He returned 3 in his former 
charadter to Berlin; and in 1721; 
the late King rewarded his long 
ſervices and fatigucs, by creatin g 
him Baron Whitworth of Gal- 
way 1 in the kingdom of Ireland, 
the — of his patent enu- 


Mer ating 


merating many of his 2 and 
labours, being as follows: : 


C U M ali 3 re + alid f 
inclytigue /e 7 ſe N obis commen— 
e baud minorem tamen 
vel fibimet gloriam, acquirere,..vel 
Regms noſtris utilitatem conferre 
£05 exiflimanmus, gui res.. noſtras 
apud principes  Patuſque . exterus 
prudenter Jeliciterque adminiſ- 
trant. Inter: boſce guidem emi- 
net plurimum ; tum longinguo PI 
atque exercitatione,, tum ſolertid 
quadam fingulari fdelis, & dilec- 
tus nobis C, arolus NM, hirworth Ar- 


mer. 
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niger. £ Vn ariis in aulit externis 
per funttis 'muneribus ſeſe antect/- 
N noftris ęlorigſæ memo- 
Gulielno Terrio Regi, Ne. 
— Ame Perſpectum impri- 
mis comprobatiumpue reddidit. In 
Comitiir Ratiſbonenfibus, in Auld 
| Caſare-Germanitd, atque apud 

Czarum Muſcovie temporibus dif- 
fcillimis res maximi momenti ſem- 
per Cum Inude trafavit, ar me- 
ritis Juis eximiis ſummos honores 
rerum exterarum curatoribus tri- 
bui ſolitut, legati ſcilicet extraor- 
dinarii et plenipotentiarii churacte- 
rem conſecutus et. Ita ornatum, 
; ia 


[oi] 
ita commendatum nos Eum accepi- 
ms, ac proinde ejus operd in ar- 
duis compluribus negociit tanto cum | 
noftro commodo tantoque omnium 
plauſu uſi ſumus, ut teſtimonio a- 
liguo illigſtri ejus virtutes, inteme 
ratam precipue fidem et cunſtan- 
tiam, remunerandas eſſe cenſueri- 
mus; et cum Majeſftatem imperii 
neſtri deceat, tum rebus tractandis 
pondus aliguod adjiciat nobilitatis 
ſplendor atque amplitudo, nos pre- 
dictum Carolum Whitworth, quem 
legati noſtri extraordinari ac Ple- 
nipotentiarii titulis inſignivimus ad 
tractatus pacis in congreſſu Brunſ- 


C vicenſi 


. 
wvicenſi praximo celebrandos, qui 
in Auld Berolinenf,, argue apud 
Ordines Generales Uniti Belgii, 
tlend potentid res noflras procu- 
rat, ad dignitatem | gradumgque 
Baronis in Regno nqſtro Hibernie 
promovendum efſe flatuimus : Sci- 
atis _—_ Kc. 6 


«The next year his Lordſhip 
was entruſted with the affairs 
of Great Britain at the Congreſs 
of Cambray, in the character 
of Embaſſador extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. He returned 
home in 1724, and died the 

next 


[ xix ] 
next year at his houſe in Gerard- 
ſtreet, London. His body was 
interred in Weſtminſter 6 er 


Theſe "YM memorials, come 
municated to me by his family 
without any oſtentation, are all 
J have been able to recover of 
a man fo uſeful to his country; 
who beſides the following little 
piece, which muſt retrieve and 
preſerve his character from obli- 
vion, has left many volumes of 
ſtate- letters and papers in the 
poſſeſſion of his relations. One 
little anecdote of him I was told 
by the late Sir Luke Schaub, who 

e % a 


had it from himſelf: Lord Whit- 
worth had had a perſonal intima- 
cy with the famous Czarina Ca- 
therine, at a time when her fa- 
vours were not purchaſed nor 
rewarded at ſo extravagant a rate 
as that of a diadem. When He 
had compromized the rupture 
between the court of England 
and the Czar, He was invited 
to a ball at court, and taken out 
to dance by the Czarina. As 
they began the minuet, She 
ſqueezed him by the hand, and 
ſaid in a whiſper, Have you 
forgot little Kate? 


It 


It is to be lamented that ſo a- 
greable a writer as Lord Whit- 
worth, has not left us more ample 
accounts of this memorable Wo- 
man. Even his portrait of her 
Lord is not detailed enough to 
ſatisfy our curioſity. Ho ſtrik- 
ing a picture might an author 
of genius form from the contraſt 
exhibited to Europe by four ex- 
traordinary men at the ſame pe- 
riod ! Peter recalled that Image 
of the Founders of Empires, of 
whom we read with much ſatis- 
faction and much incredulity 
in ancient ſtory. Charles the 
Twelfth, of thoſe frantic Heroes 

| of 


11 

of Poeſy, of whom we read 
with perhaps more ſatisfaction 
and no credulity at all. Romu- 
lus and Achilles filled half our 
gazettes, while Lewis the Four- 
teenth was treading to Univerſal 
Monarchy with all the pomp 
and policy of theſe latter ages. 
William the Third was oppoſing 
this modern Xerxes with the 
ſame arts; and (with perhaps 
a little of Charles's jealouſy) 
had the good fortune to have 
his quarrel confounded with that 
of Europe. While Peter tamed 
his ſavages, raiſed cities, invited 
arts, converted foreſts into fleets, 

Charles 


[ xx 
Charles was trying to recall the 
improvements of war tom its firſt 
principle, brutal ſtrength; fan- 
cying that the weight of the 
Turkiſh Empire was to be ver- 
turned by a ſingle arm, and that 
heroic obſtinacy might be a 
counterpoize to en hende. 

A Philoſopher i in theſe” For 


men ſaw at once the great out- 


: we” World had 


lines of what 


been, and of what i it is. 


Lord Whitworth $ MS: was 
communicated to me by Richard 
Owen Cambridge Eſq; having 
been purchaſed by him-in-a very 


curious 


L 
curious ſet of books, collected by 
Monſieur Zolman, Secretary to 
the late Stephen Poyntz Eſq; . 
This little library relates ſolely to 
Ruſſian hiſtory and affairs, and 
contains in many languages every 
thing that perhaps has been writ- 
ten on / that country. Mr. Cam- 
bridge s known benevolence, and 
his dif] poſition to encourage every 
uſeful undertaking, has made him 
willing to throw open this maga- 
zine of curioſity to whoever is 
inclined to compile a Hiſtory or 
elucidate the Tranſactions of an 
Empire, almoſt unknown even 
to it's cotemporaries. 
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H E Country of Ruſſia, 

has formerly been RH 

ſo little frequented by Fo- . 
reigners, and their ſhare in the 
affairs of Europe ſo inconſider- 
able, that to form any juſt no- 
tion thereof it may be of uſe in 
the preſent juncture, to give 
ſome — account of the 
B Czar's 


2 ÞA ſummary Account 


Czar's dominions, revenues, and 
forces, which may ſerve as a 
ground-work, to judge more 
properly of whatever may hap- 
pen in the courſe of this war. 


The Empire of Muſcovy is at 
Extent. preſent of a vaſt extent, 
bounded on the North by the 
Ice- ſea, and the unknown tracts 
near the Pole, on the Eaſt and 
South-Eaſt by China, Great · 
Tartary, the Uſb ecque-Tartars, 
and Perſia; on the South by 
part of Turkey, Poland, and 
Lithuania, and on the Weſt 
bY the Baltick-ſea, Sweden and 

Lapland : 


of RUSSTA 3 
Lapland: A Territory almoſt 
Nature. equal in compaſs of ground 
to the reſt of Europe, but very 
ſhort of ſeveral kingdoms, in the 
riches of the country, and num- 
ber of the people : Moſt like 
the American plantations on the 
Continent, the banks of the 
ſeveral rivers being tolerably in- 
habited, and land enough tilled 
for the neceſſity of life and the 
conveniency of their trade, as is 
very obvious from the frontiers 
of Lithuania to Moſco; for the 
ground is only cleared in pro- 
portion to the largeneſs of the 


B 2 towns 
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towns or villages on the road; 
and the reſt wood on all ſides. 
In the ſouthern parts are very 


large unfrequented plains of ſe- 
veral hundred miles, extremely 


fruitful in graſs, and all forts 
of ſweet herbs and flowers, but: 
wanting in wood and good 
water, and expoſed to the ſud- 
den inroads of the Tartars, a- 
gainſt which no peace or treaty 


is any ſecurity, 


The foil is different in nature 
Climate. and goodneſs according 
to the climate: That about 


Moſco 
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Maſco is ſandy and not very 
fruitful, but ſufficiently ſupplied 
by the convenience of the rivers 
in ſummer, and cheapneſs of 
{led carnage in the winter, which 
generally laſts * e ſix 
months. | 


The inhabitants are chiefly 
thoſe called Muſcovites, Inhatitens. 
the reſt ſwell the bulk, but add 
little to the ſtrength of the coun- 
try; the Laplanders and Samo- 
iedes being too heavy and diſ- 
pirited; the ſeveral nations of 
Tartars too wild, and the Coſ- 

ſacks 
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 facks too full of freedom and 


priviledge to be of any great | 
un. 7 


The Laber and Samo- 
Loplander iedes are diſperſed ' all 
— along the large woods 
on the White and Ice ſeas; their 
ſtature is low, their figure very 
diſagreeable, their apprehenſion 
and underſtanding ſcarce above 
that of brutes, and their reli- 
gion, if any at all, little un- 
derſtood by thoſe who frequent 
them. Their food is generally 
raw fiſh, or whatever they kill 


Or 
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or find dead, without diſtinc- 
tion; they are of uſe to the 


Muſcovites in their ſeal-fiſhery 


about Nova Zembla; and pay 
the Czar a ſmall tribute of furs, 


The kingdoms of Siberia and 
Daury were firſt entered Tartars of of 
by ſome Ruſſian male- Daur. 
factors who fled from juſtice i in 
the time of John Baſilowitz, 
but on this diſcovery received 
their pardons, and being ſe- 
conded by ſome ſoldiers made 
ſeveral ſettlements on the neareſt 
rivers; which by degrees have 


been 


8 A furmary Account 
been extended to the frontiers 
of China, the laſt fortreſs of the 
Czar's s dominions called 'Netrc- 
zinſk, being built on the river 
Amur which falls into the South- 
ſea; the original inhabitants of 
theſe wide countries were "ſeve- 
ral forts of Tartars, who liring 
in little hordes or companies un- 
der diſtin governments, like 
the Indian nations in America, 
were caſily ſubdued; near the 
Ruſſian plantations they have 

learned to dwell in houſes, to 
till the ground, and pay the 
Czar an annual tribute of furs, 
as 


of RUSSIA. 9 
as fables, foxes and ermines: 
The other Tartars, who continue 
to range about with their tents, 
do not acknowledge the Czar's 
ſovereignty, and are often trou- 
bleſome in little parties, though 
not capable of making any re 


im preſſi Ion. 


Caſan my Aſtracan were Tar- 
tarian kingdoms, who / Ceſan 
once made the Muſco- Pooh 
vites tributary, and ſeveral times 
brought that government to the 
brink of ruin; but were en- 
tirely ſubdued by John Bafilo- 


C witz, 
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witz, the firſt in 1552, and the 
other in 1554: After which 
he built ſeveral towns on the 
Wolga, ſtrengthened them with 
good garriſons, and ſent colo- 
nies of his own people to Caſan 
and Aſtracan, who to this day 
do not ſuffer any Tartarians to 
ſettle within the walls. 


The Czeremeſſes and Mor- 
cet, duars poſſeſs a large 
Morduars. tract of land between 
N en ovogrod and Caſan, 
on both ſides of the river Wol- 
ga; they live in houſes, follow 
huſbandry, 


of RUSSIA. 11 
huſbandry, and pay the Czar 
taxes and ſervice as his other 
ſubjects, but never en! re- 


cruits to the war. 


The Baſkirs are a powerful 
nation, extended from Baſtirs: 
Caſan to the frontiers of Siberia, 
they have ſome villages, but 
maintain their old freedom, and 
rebelled in 1707, when the 
Czar's officers would have load- 
ed them with new impoſitions, 
and forced ſeveral of them to be 
baptized : They were appeaſed 
by the ſhow of force, and redreſs 


of their grievances. 


G 2 The 
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The reſt of the country to 
Aftracan and the frontiers of 
the Am is haunted by 
the Calmucks, and other 
2 who remove with their 
tents according to the ſeaſon 
and convenience of ſubſiſtance: 
The Czar makes them preſents 
every year of cloth, money, 
and ſome arms; and in return 
they are obliged to ſerve him 
in his wars without pay, which 
they ſufficiently make up to 
themſelves, by plundering friends 
and foes wherever they march ; 


the 


the greateſt number which has 
of late appeared in arms for, the 
Czar, was about twelve thou- 
ſand, who coming eight days 
aſter the battle of Poltawa, were 
diſmiſſed back again, only a- 
bout two thouſand were ſent in- 
to Livonia. The Religion of 
the Tartars is either Mahome- 
tan or Heathen, in which they 
have been left undiſturbed by 


the Czar and his anceſtors. 
The Coſſacks are diſtinguiſh- 


ed into three ſorts, known C. 
by the places where they firſt 
ſettled 


14 A ſummary Account 

ſettled themſelves; but are all 
of the ſame nation, language, 
religion and form of govern- 
ment. They were originally 
Poliſh' Peaſants; formed into a 
militia under their own officers 
and diſcipline,” and placed in 
the fruitful plains of the Uk- 
raine, to ſecure the frontiers of 
the common-wealth againſt the 
Tartars; after ſome years they 
increaſed prodigiouſly in num- 
ber and riches, and could no 
longer bear the indignities of 
the Poliſh Nobility, who affec- 
ted to treat them as their ſlaves 
on 
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on all occaſions; this uſage nigh 
the riſe of ſeveral bloody wars, 
with different ſucceſs. 


In one of the firſt, the Coſ- 
ſacks being worſted, ſe- C , 
veral of them rather than Pn. 
ſubmitto the yoke, removed from 
the Ukraine to the unfrequented 
banks of the Don, or Tanais, 
where they begun a new plan- 
tation. In the year 1637, ano- 
ther detachment on the ſame 
occaſion reſolved to ſeek! their 
fortune as far as the Caſpian ſea, 
but in their paſſage were 'per- 

| ſuaded 


16 A fugnmary Account 

ſuaded by their old countrymen 
on the Don, . to: ſtop ſhort and 
Join in an attempt againſt Aſoph, 
which they took the fame year 
and kept till 1642, when the 
Turks approaching with a great 
army, and the Muſcovites re- 
fuſing them timely ſuccours, they 
burnt the place, and fixed the 
ſeat of their little common- 
wealth at Circaſky, a town on 
an iſland in the Don: Some time 
after they put themſelves under 
the protection of the Muſco- 
vites; and had lately thirty nine 
towns on that river, from Rybna 


to Aſoph, moſt of them on the 
North- 
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North-Eaſt fide : The country 
is generally without trees, but 
. fruitful to a wonder in graſs, 
flowers, ſweet herbs, wild aſpa- 
ragus, &c. They ſow very little 
corn, that being only the em- 
ployment of their ſlaves ; nor 
do they-eat much bread, roots, 
or herbs; their chief diet be- 
ing fiſh, fleſh, and fruits; their 
riches conſiſt in cattle, horſes, 
dromedaries and camels; in 
their houſes and cloaths they are 
generally neater than 'the Muſ- 
covites; their religion is after 
the Greek, or Eaſtern Church; 

D they 
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they have very few tradeſmen, or 
_ artificers; arms are their em- 
ployment and delight, which 
in times of peace they exerciſe 
by parties againſt their conſtant 
enemies, the Calmuck, Cuban, 
and Crim Tartars; and in time 
of open war againſt the Turks 
on the Palus Mzotis. Their 
government is a fort of military 
Democracy; their chief Her- 
man, or Colonel over all, keeps 
his reſidence at Circaſky : He is 
elected in a general meeting of 
the captains and civil officers of 
the nation, but is confirmed by 

the 
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the Czar, and then his employ- 
ment laſts for life; which he 
often looſes on an unfortunate 
expedition, ot other tumult: 
Every town is like a little com- 
mon- wealth, and has it's own 
Hetman, or Captain, choſen 
yearly, who has the care of all 
buſineſs civil and military, and 
in the field acts as captain of 
his own community: They are 
left in poſſeſſion of their old 
laws and cuſtoms, pay the Czar 
no tribute, furniſh no recruits, 
and are only bound to appear in 

arms at their own charge when 
D2 ſummoned: 
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ſummoned: But on the con- 
trary their captains uſed to re- 
ceive yearly preſents from his 
treafury of cloth, money and 
corn”; they have very great pri- 
viledges, one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable was the freedom of 
any peaſant or ſlave, who be- 
ing once in their country could 
not be re- claimed by his maſter, 
or the Muſcovite government; 
and on this account vaſt num- 
bers of deſerters ſheltered them- 
ſelves here in the preſent war, 
of which the Czar being in- 
ſormed, Prince Dolgoruki was 
8 ſent 
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ſent four years ago with twelve 
hundred men to ſearch them 
out, he found ſome hundreds, 
but not being on his guard was 
in his return attacked by the 
Coſſacks and cut to pieces with 
all his people; this occaſioned 
a general revolt, and employed 
the Czar about ten thouſand men 
near two years, in which trou- 
bles many of their towns were 
burnt, and no quarter given to 
man, woman, or: child, beſides 
ſeveral hundreds who were pub- 
lickly- executed at Veronitz: 
This' has very much diſpeopled 
the 


22 A ſummary Accuumt 

the-country, and made the name 
of Muſcovy odious to the reſt. 
In their moſt flouriſhing condi- 
tion, they uſt be reckoned at 


arms. Of 


4 te Coſfacks of the Uk- 
A 07 raine, are much more 
the trains numerous and conſider- 
able, their dominions extend- 
deen Sis rivers nnn 
1654, they with their Hetman, 
on ill uſage revolted from Po- 


land, 
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land, and put themſelves under 
the Czar's protection, giving 
him up Chioff, Czernichoff, 
and ſeveral other ſtrong towns, 
as pledges of their fidelity. This 
country is extremely well peo- 
pled, and tilled ; their towns 
are many, all fortified with a 
dry ditch, carthen wall, and 
paliſadoes; the villages are large 
and neatly built with wood, 
they drive a great trade in hemp, 
pot-aſh, wax, corn and cattle ; 
they live in much eaſe and plen- 
ty, enjoying the ſame  privi- 
ledges as thoſe on the Don, 

which 
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which with their riches, drew 
upon them the envy of the 
Muſcovite nobility and govern- 
ment, who by degrees made 
ſeveral incroachments on their 
liberties; and from hence ſprung 
an univerſal diſcontent, and the 
revolt of Mazeppa to the King 
of Sweden; which being il} 
managed, the reſidence town 
of Bathurin was immediately 
taken and burnt, and above ſix 
thouſand perſons put to the 
ſword without diſtinction of age 


or ſex. 


The 
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The Zaparovian Coſſacks are 
juſt of the ſame tem- dae of 
per and manner of life . Hd. 
with thoſe on the Don; they 
are ſo called from the Falls in 
the river Boriſthenes, about 
which they ſeated themſelves 
chiefly for their greater ſecu- 
rity and convenience of their 
incurſions againſt the Turks 
and Tartars: When the Coſ- 
ſacks of the Ukraine, diſcour- 
aged by the ſevere execution at 
Bathurin, fat till, theſe openly 
declared for Mazeppa, and con- 

E tinued 
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tinued firm to him to the laſt ; 
two or three thouſand followed 
his fortune to Bender, and are 


ſtill with the King of Sweden; 


moſt of the reſt were cut to 
pieces, ſo that the remains of 
that name are at preſent very 
inconſiderable. 


From theſe accounts it is 


plain the Czar's ſtrength muſt 


Muſcevite be chiefly computed 


from his national Muſcovites, 


from - whence alone his regular 


forces are formed and main- 


tained, if you except ſome few 
contributions 
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contributions from -the Mor- 
quant and Czeremeſs Tartars, 
who by degrees have been civi- 
lized and ſubjected. © Their Mon 
The higheſt and moſt ** 
probable computation of their 


numbers is, by 


Houſes that contribute to the g 89 
war in money, un 
Houſes that contribute towards 


carriages and proviſions, 484000 


„ 


Houſes 7 1,308,000. 


| 1 
Which at a medium of five) 6 | 
perſons to a houſe, make , 540,000 


E'2 I have 
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I have ſeen another by which 
the Empire was divided into 
eighty four parts, for raiſing the 
Czar 8 feet in 1 * 


— "PE | 4 bh Houſes. 
22 eie RL. 10,000 
Ins all, 840,000 

Souls. 

At five perſons per houſe, | 4, 200, ooo 


- Theſe calculations compre- 

hend all the Muſcovites and 
their ſeveral colonies from Chioff 
to China, and the Ice: ſea. 


As the ground lies in moſt 
parts until led, and the improve- 


ment 


ment of every gentleman's' re- 
venue is the number of his pea- 
ſants, or ſubjects; it has been 
the old maxim of the Muſco- 
vite officers in all their ſucceſs- 
ful wars to carry off as many 
of. the people as they could, 
and plant them on their own 
eſtates: Several towns on the 
Wolga, are the fruits of their 
former expeditions in Poland, 
and Lithuania; and they have 
at preſent drained above one 
third of the inhabitants from 
Ingria and Livonia, and ſettled 
whole villages of them in the 


ſouthern 
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ſouthern parts towards Veronitz, 
who finding their new ſlavery 
caſter than their old, the earth 
more fruitful, - and the climate 
more gentle, would, I believe, 
never return back; though left 

at liberty; an irreparable loſs 
to the King of Swellen, if ever 
thoſe provinces ſhould return 
to their former maſter. Ingria 
has in ſome meaſure been re- 
peopled by colonies of Muſco- 
vites: Moſt of the great fami- 
lies now in being are of foreign 
extraction; as the Galliczyns, 
A aa N areſkins, Sc. from 
Poland; 
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Poland; the Circaſkys from 
Tartary; and the Czar, prides 
himſelf in a Pruſſian original. 


They are divided into three 
ranks, the Nobility, Degree. 
called Knzas ; the Gentry, cal- 
led Duoxnins, and the PRA- 
SANTS. | 


The Knzas, or Dukes, were 
antiently heads of the N li. 
little. governments into which 
this country was divided, but 
were all ſubdued in time by 
the Princes of Volodomir, who 

tranſlated 


— — —— — 
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tranſlated their reſidence to 


Moſco, and took upon them 


the title of Writ: Knzas, 
or Great Duke : The races of 
theſe families ſtill retain their 
antient title, and ſeveral. Poles 
tranſplanted thither, as they be- 
came conſiderable, aſſumed the 
ſame mark of diſtinction, on 
pretence of being deſcended 
from their Waywopes, or Pa- 
latines. This title is different- 
ly reſpected, according to the 
revenue or employment of the 
perſon; for thoſe Dukes who 
ſubmitted on condition, and re- 
ceived 
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ceived eftates in exchange for 
their petty ſovereignties, ſtill 
continue in ſome ſplendor; 
others have raiſed themſelves 
again by their civil or mili- 
tary ſervice, while the reſt are re- 
duced'to the loweſt poverty and 
contempt: And two years ago, 
there were near three hundred 
Kneas common ſoldiers in Prince 
Menzikoff's regiment of dra- 
goons. To remedy the con- 
fuſion of this title, the Czar 


has begun ſince his progreſs 
to make ſome alterations : His 
late firſt Miniſter Golowin, 
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and General Gordon, were 
made Counts by the Empe- 
ror; Alexander Menzikoff his 
favorite, was made Prince of 
the Empire, four years ago: 
But the Czar's ambition en- 
creaſing with his ſucceſs, he 
thou ght of beſtowing his own 
honours, and ſoon after created 
Prince Menzikoff Duke of In- 
gria. When Monſieur Golof- 
kin, his preſent firſt Miniſter 
and Great Chancellor, was 
made a Count by the Empe- 
ror, he received ſoon after the 
ſame title from the Czar, who 


has 
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has ſince made his High Ad- 
miral Apraxin, and Lord Privy- 
ſeal Sotoff, both Counts, with- 
out any recourſe to the Im- 
perial Court, and deſigns by 
degrees to introduce the title 
of Barons and Knights; he has 
already inſtituted an Order of 
Knighthood in honour of St. 
Andrew, who wear a blue Rib- 
band and Star in imitation of 
the Garter. 


The Dvornins are Country 
Gentlemen, moſt where- Gm. 


of hold their lands by Knights 


E 2 ſervice, 
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ſervice, to appear in war on 
horſe-back; formerly it was 
ſufficient to ſend a man well 
armed and mounted, but the 
preſent Czar makes them or 
their Sons ſerve in perſon, if 
they cannot buy intereſt e- 
nough with his miniſters to 
be excuſed: When they ap- 
pear in the field, they are 
not allowed a ſervant, though 
they may be maſters of - ſome 
hundred peaſants, and are oblig- 
ed to do all the Duties of com- 
mon ſoldiers ; but their great- 
eſt mortification is, that ſuch 
of 
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of their peaſants. as will but 
liſt volunteers, are immediately 
declared freemen, and in e- 
qual conſideration with their 
maſters, though the point of 
honour has not yet prevailed 
ſo far, as to gave many inſtan- 
ces of this nature. Such of 
the Duornins as live on their 
eſtates, and are far from Moſ- 
co, are at much eaſe, and give 
themſelves great airs, though 
they are again as humble and 
ſubmiſſive to the chief nobility 
and officers; for this country 
is the perfect model of Bayes's 
grand- 
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grand-dince, where every one 
has his ſhare of ay” and 
ne ; 1 a 


The Pede lere who are 
N perfect ſlaves, ſubject to 
the arbitrary power of - their 
lords, and transferrred with 
goods and chattles; they can 
call nothing their own, which 
makes them very lazy, and 
when their maſters taſk is done, 
and a little bread and firing 
provided for the year, the great 
buſineſs of their life is over, 
the reſt of their time being 


idled 
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idled or ſlept away; and yet 
they live content, a couple of 
earthen pots, a wooden platter, 
wooden ſpoon, and knife, are 
all their houſhold goods; their 
drink is water; their food oat- 
meal, bread, ſalt, muſhrooms 
and roots, on great days a little 
fiſh, or milk, if it is not a faſt; 
but fleſh very rarely; thus mere 
cuſtom in them ſhames the 
pretended auſterities of philoſo- 
phy and falſe devotion, and fits 
them admirably for the fatigues 
of war, which if once familiar 
by uſe and diſcipline, will cer- 

| mils 
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tainly advance far in a people, 
who go as unconcerned to death, 
or torments, and have as much 
paſſive valour as any nation in 
the world. 2 
Their Religion is the Eaſtern 
Religion Or Greek Church, ſtill 
more corrupted by ignorance 
and ſuperſtition ; they think to 
fatisfy the ſecond Command- 
Images. ment by allowing no 
carved -images, but their chur- 
ches are filled with miſerable 
paintings without ſhade or per- 
* and yet ſome of thoſe 


dawbings, 
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dawbings, as well as the finer 
ſtrokes of the Italian pencils, 
are ſaid to be the work of 
angels; particularly a celebrat- 
ed piece of the Virgin Mary 
with three hands, which is 
preſerved in the Monaſtery of 
Jeruſalem, about thirty miles 
from Moſco : The re- Waſp. 
ſpect paid to theſe pictures 
is the groſſeſt kind of idolatry, 
and makes up a principal part 
of their devotion; to theſe 
they bow and croſs themſelves; 
every child has it's own patron 
ſaint allotted him at baptiſm, 


and 


G 
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and every: room it's guardian 
picture in a corner, the Ruſſian 
place of honour, to which 
ſtrangers pay their, reverence 
coming in, before they begin 
their buſineſs, or take any no- 
tice of the company: Theſe 
repreſentations are all called by 
the general name of Bod, or 
:Fafts.* God. The reſt of their 
worſhip is, in obſerving the 
faſts, which are four in the: 
vear, beſides Wedneſdays and. 
Fridays, and very ſevere; in 
frequenting the church, if nigh: 
at hand, once a day, in light- 
Bu ing 
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ing up wax candles to their 
ſaints, and often repeating the 
GosroDr Ponuzrr, or, Lord 
have mercy” upon mne, without 
any farther: attention: Since the 
war, and frequent voyages of 
their young gentry, they begin 
to be leſs ſtrict in their faſts; 
the Czar himſelf eats: fleſh on 
all of them in private houſes, 
but refrains from giving any 
ſcandal in publick. Their 
Churches are very nu- Churches.» 
merous, ſome of ftone, the 
reſt of wood, all built in the 
form of a croſs, with five little 

G 2 cupolas ; 
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cupolas; every nobleman's feat 
has one; to build a church be- 
ing thought a meritorious act; 
and laying a ſort of obligation 
on heaven, though they are 
left at liberty to frequent them. 
6%): chaplains; are of the 
meaneſt people, huſband's of one 
wife, in a literal explication of 
the ſcripture ; and when ſhe 
died, the prieſt was formerly 
excluded from the ſervice, and 
obliged to turn monk, or take 
up ſome ſorry trade for a live- 
lihood; but this Czar allows 


them 
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them to continue in the under 
offices of the church; from 
this parentage and condition, 
it is no wonder they are very 
ignorant, their utmoſt educa- 
tion being to repeat the ſer- 
vice with a muſical accent, 
and to read à chapter in the 
Bible, which being in the Scha 
vonian language, is underſtood 
by very few of them; they 
never read the Old Teſtament 
allow it to be placed on the 
altar. Their monks 177 — 
and dignified clergy Cl 

though 
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though almoſt” equally | igno= 
rant; except ſome few edu 
cated at Chioff, are in much 
greater eſteem, their habits, 
faſts, for they never eat any 
fleſh, gravity, and continual 
devotion, draw to them the 
eyes and veneration of the peo- 
ple, and their large poſſeſſions 
formerly ſtrengthened their tem- 
poral intereſt ſo far, that the 
Patriarch Nichon durſt ſtrug- 
gle with the Czar's Father for 
independency, and was not 
kept under without great. diſ- 
turbance. This power has 
50111 been 
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been ſo dangerous, that the 
preſent Czar, on the death of 
the late Patriarch, ſequeſtered 
the office, committing the ſpi- 
ritual adminiſtration to the 
Archbiſhop of Rezan, and the 
management of the tem poral 
affairs to a lay -commiſſion, 
who have likewiſe the diſpo- 
ſal of the abbey lands and re- 
venues, which he took away 
ſome years ago on a pleaſant 
pretence; for the abbots on 
his enquiry, affecting to appear 
very poor, alledging, that they 


were ſcarce able to maintain 
their 
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their monks. though they con- 
fined themſelves to the poor 
pittance of fifteen rubles a year 
per head; the Czar in a ſeem- 
ing compaſſion told them, he 
would take care of their re- 
venues, and double that allow - 
ance; as he has done in effect, 
which beſides the annual ad- 
vantage of one hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds ſterling to his 
treaſury, has quite broke their 
intereſt in the country, where 
they have no more freehold left, 
and their peaſants or ſubjects, 
now immediately depend upon 
the Czar's officers. The 
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The Grein is abſolute 
in the laſt degree, not Government. 
bound up by any law or cuſ- 
tom, but depending on the 
breath of the Prince, by which 
the lives and fortunes of all 
the ſubjects are decided; the 
common compliment of the 
greateſt Nobility being, I AM 
THY SLAVE, TAKE MY HEAD: 
However, ſuch as. are employ- | 
ed in the ſtate have their ſhare 
of arbitrary power, their pro- 
ceedings being without appeal, 
all in the Czar's name, which 
they often abuſe to ſatisfy their 


H avarice, 
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avarice, revenge, or other guilty 
paſſions. For right between 
Laws, private men, they have 
written laws and precedents, 
which they generally follow, 
though without any obligation, 
and their methods are eaſy and 
ſhort enou gh, could their juſ- 
tice be proof againſt the temp- 
tation of a bribe, which is ſel- 
dom found in this nation. 
Aumiaiſratien. The Czars uſed for- 
merly to keep up the venera- 
tion of their ſubjects, by ap- 
pearing very rarely, except in 
publ ick acts of ceremony and 


devotion, 
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devotion, \and then with a ſo- 
lemnity ſuitable to the occa- 
hon ; while the Bojars, or pri- 
vy Counſellors diſpoſed of the 
Empire at their pleaſure : But 
his preſent Majeſty has broke 
through this formal ſervitude; 
and omits no occaſion of ex- 
poſing them and their cuſtoms 
to the common people; to 
weaken antient families farther, 
he often obliges their children 
to the meaneſt ſervice, as be- 
ing common foldiers in his 
foot-guards, and raiſes perſons 
of no extraction to the great 
H 2 employ- 
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employments. The Bajart, or 
The Bejors. privy Counſellors, had 
formerly the chief direction of 
all the Pricaſſes, or offices: 
The Ocohnitzen were their a- 
ſſiſtants, being a lower ſort 
of privy Counſellors, | only ad- 
mitted on extraordinary o- 
The Dumnoy, caſions. The Dumnoy 
e Plaus are the judges of all 
the proceſſes, and the Diacks, 
the ſecretaries: Every Pricaſſe 
was compoſed of thoſe officers, 
and had a ſovereign juriſdic- 
tion of life and death, inde- 
pendant one of another, which 


often 


often cauſed no ſmall confu- 
ſion; they were above thirty 
in number, for the ſeveral 


branches or provinces of the 


Empire, and thou gh they are 
ſtill kept up, yet the head 
officers „ as Bojars and Ocolnit- 
zen, have been dropt by de- 
grees, and moſt of them left 
to the Diack, or ſecretary. In 
New Scheme. 1710, the Czar fell 
upon a new Scheme, which 
in time may cauſe great alter- 
ations ; he has divided the Em- 


pire into eight governments. 


Mosco, 
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IA ier Og *4 7 209% fa 
Mosco, with all it's depen- 


dencies, is given to Mr. Streſ- 


noff, the Preſident at War. 


ArxcHancel, to Prince Gal- 
liczyn, formerly Enroy at 
Vienna. 


Asortt and 50 Don, to 
Count rn r 


=" HONG and 3 to 
Lieutenant-General Apraxin, his 
Brother, 


Chro and the Uxraineg, 
to Lieutenant-General Galli- 
4 ha CZyn, 
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czyn, who was Commiſſary of 
War with the Muſcovite troops 
in Saxony. TIER 


S:BER14, to Prince Gagarin. 


Livonia, IN GRIA, PLEscow 
and NovoGRop, to Prince Men- 
zikoff the Favorite. 


SuoLENsko, to Monſieur Sol- 


tikoff. 


VeroniTZz and the Ship- 
Yards, are to be a {mall go- 
vernment apart, which the Czar 
reſerves in petto. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Governors have the 
diſpoſal of all employments civil 
and military, receive the reve- 
nues, and defray all the ex- 
pences in their ſeveral provinces, 
and ſend a certain ſum yearly in- 
to the great Treaſury, clear of 
all charges; they have abſolute 
power, except in relation to the 
regular troops, who are never 
to be under their direction, nor 
paid by them, though quartered 
in their juriſdiction, but are to 
receive their orders immediately 
from the Czar and his Generals. 


The 


of RUSSIA. 


57 


The preſent Czar Is in * 
thirty-cighth year, a The Czar, 
handſome Prince, of a ſtrong 


conſtitution, but of late much 
broke by irregular living, . and 
other fatigues: : He was very 
ſubject to conyulſions, faid to 
be the effects of poiſon from 
his Siſter Sophia in his youth, 
which made him ſhy of being 
ſcen, but of late they are much 
mended. He is extremely cu- 
rice and diligent, and has far- 
ther improved his Empire i in ten 
years, than any other ever Was, 
in ten times that ſpace; and 

I which 
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which is more furprizing, with- 


out any education, without any 
forcign help, contrary to the 
Intention of his people, clergy, 
and chief miniſters, but merel y 
by | the ſtrength of his own ge- 
1.5 obſervation and example: 7 
He has gradually paſt through 
all the employments of the ar- 
my, from a Drummer to Lieu- 
Fee of the, fleet, 
m a common Seaman, to Rear 
Admiral ; and in his ſhip-yards, 
from an ordinary Carpenter to 
Maſter-Builder: F arther parti- 
culars though. agreable, would 


be 
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be too long for this place; He 
is good-riatured" but very paP- 
ſionate, "though by degrees he 
has learnt to conſtrain himſelf, 
except the heat of wine is added 
to his natural temper; ke "i 
certainly ambitious, though very 
modeſt in appearance; fuſpi- 
cious of other people ; not over 
ſcrupulous in his engagements, 
or gratitude ;' violent in the firſt 
heat, irreſolute on longer de- 
liberation, not rapacious, but 
near in his temper and expenee 
to extremity ; he loves his ſol- 
diers, underſtands navagation, 


I 2 ſhip- 
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ſhip-building, ./ fortification, and 
fire· working: He ſpeaks High- 
Dutch pretty, readily, which is 
now. growing the Court lan- 
guage. He is very particular i in 
his way of living; when at 


Moſco he neyer lodges in the 
palace, but in a, little wooden 
houſe built for him in the ſu- 
burbs as as Colonel. of his guards : : 
He has neither court; equipage, 
or other diſtinction from a pri- 
vate officer, except when he 
appears on publick folemni- 


ties. 


0 N ö | The 
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The Court of the former 
Czars was very nume- The Court. 
rous and magnificent, being 
filled on folemn' occaſions by the 
Boſars, or privy. "Counſellors, 
with all the officers of each Pri- 
caſle, by the'N obility and Gen- 
try, who were obliged to at- 
tendance by titles of © honour 
and diſtinction without any fa- 
lary; as the Krapfhecks, or 
Carvers, who are only two of 
the firſt Nobility, this employ- 
ment being reckoned very con- 
ſiderable: The Szolnicks, or 
Sewers, who are alſo uſed to 

ME carry 
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carry any meſſage of impor- 
tace, to receive ambaſſadors, Ee. 
The Spalnicks,, or Gentlemen of 
the Bedchamber ; which ; two 
laſt titles are in great number, 
and deſcend from Father to 8on, 
though generally confirmed by 

the Prince: And laſtly, by the 
Gofts, or chief Merchants. On 
publick feaſts or ceremonies all 
theſe received rich gowns of 
brocade lined with furs from 
the treaſury, which they return- 
ed as ſoon as the appearance 


was over; but the preſent Czar 


has quite aboliſhed theſe forma- 


lities, 
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lities, without ſettling any other 
court; ſome ſay to ſpare the 
expence during the war, or ra- 
which is averſe to ſuch con- 
ſtraints. On any ceremony he 
is attended by the officers of 
his army, and nobility without 
any diſtinction, which makes a 
tolerable ſhow . 19 N 112200 


"_- favorite Alexander Men. 
zikoff f is born of very The Favorite, 
mean parents; was accidentally 
met by the Czar in the ſtreets 


when a boy ; and for ſome unluc- 


ky anſwers preferred to ſerve one 


of 


of his gentlemen; from which 
ſtep he is grown by degre&The 
moſt powerful ſubject in Europe; 
his diligence and diſpatch have 

been his chief recommendation: 
and fome have thought tlieir 
intimacy rather reſembled love 
than friendſſip, they having 
concilements, though ſome ſuch 
accident may once prove fatal, 
as has already been very near. 
His Parts are not extraordinary, 
his education low, for the Czar 
would never let him learn to read 
or write, and his advancement 
"T7 "+ 
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too quick to give him time for 
obſervation or experience. Un- 
der the Czar's name he uſes an 
abſolute power in all affairs; 
makes every intereſt give way 
to his private paſſions; in which 
he often contradicts the Czar s 
orders, and if it comes to be 
conteſted generally carries the 
point from his Maſter; he is not 
beloved by the common people, 
and much leſs by the old nobi- 
lity and chief officers, who have 
a ſtrong cabal againſt him, head- 
ed by the High-Admiral Aprax- 
in, He was made Prince of 
K the 
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the Empire in 1706; Duke of 
Ingtia in 1707; and Felt Mar- 
ſhal in 1709. He is a violent 
enemy to Felt Marſhal Shereme- 
toff, and has often brought him 
to the brink of ruin. He has 
formed a Court after the faſhion 
of the little German Princes, of 
chamberlains, marſhals, ſecre- 
taries, &c. moſt foreigners. 


Monſieur: Golof kin * of an 


Great Chamberlain, and 
on the death of Count Golowin 
was made Lord Chancellor of 
the 
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ployment he modeſtly declined 
for ſeveral months; he is a gen- 
tleman of good ſenſe, very des 
vout, and has the general cha- 
racter of a man of honour: No 
one ever complained of his cru- 
elty and injuſtice, though ſome 
think he is not reſolute enough 
in oppoſing that of others. He 
was made Count of the Roman 
Empire, and of Ruſſia about 
three years ago. 0 


Monſieur Shape is of 


no great extraction, his „, 
grand- father was one of * 


K 2 the 
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the J ews catried out of Poland 
in their former wars, his father 
the Ruſſian religion: In 17055 
Golowin, to whom his diligence 
Dutch tongue made him abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; on the Count's 
death he was made Secretary to 
the Office of Embaſſies, and 
in 1709, Vice Chancellor with 
Count Golof kin; all foreign 
affairs go neceſſarily through his 
hands; he has more experience 
than natural qualifications; he 


18 


is generally eſteemed fair enough 
in his buſineſs, but, his, quick 
preferments have on him an 
air of, ſtiffneſs, and it is, faid 
his private intereſt will not al- 
merits of the cauſe. 1 ;1blv 


Prince Dolgoruki, who beine 
years ago was the Czars "Privy 
embaſſador in Poland, canli 
is often joined to theſe gentle: 
men in the confultations on any 
foreign affairs, but the execu- 
tive part is entirely left to them; 


he is a perſon of good ſenſe, 


manners, modeſty and honour. 


Monſieur 
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Monſteur Apen is er Aa 
High- Admiral. ood family, his an- 
ceftors having been Stolnicks, 
or Sewers; the old Empreſſ 
dowager, Mother of the Czar's 
eldeſt Brother, is his Siſter; this 
alliance brought him into court 
and favour, which he ſoon im- 
proved by a ready wit, and a 
conſcience not enſlaved to any 
ſcruples to obſtruct his fortune; 
he had been Commiſſioner of 
the Admiralty. for many years, 
and on Count Golowin's death 
was made High-Admiral; in 


1709, 
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1709, he was made Governor 
of Ingria in Prince Menzikoff's 
abſence, and had the good for- 
tune to ſee the Swediſh army 
under General Lubecker kill 
their horſes, and retire out of 
that province unaccountably; 
which miſcarriage turned as his 
own merit, and thereby increaſ- 
ed his credit with his Prince; he 
is very revengeful, and no ene- 
my to preſents; he appears 
openly againſt the Favorite, and 
has great credit at court, but 
his indiſcretion in drink when 
in the Czar's company, ſome- 
times 
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times expoſes him to diſagreable 


Felt Marſhal Sheremetoff is 
Tel Aan. Of a very antient fa- 
mily, ſamous for producing 
lucky Generals againſt the Tar- 
tars, of which ſucceſs hie has 
alſo. had his ſhare in the late 
Turkiſh war: In his travels to 
Italy, he made a campaign on 
the Galleys of Malta, and is 
honoured with a Croſs of that 
Order. He is the politeſt man 
in the country, and moſt im- 
| proved by his travels, is magni- 
ficent in his equipage and way 


of 
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the ſoldiers, and almoſt adored 
by the people; he enjoys a 
vigorous age at ſixty and odd, 
has good- nature, honour, and 
as much perſonal valour as any 
man, but not experience enough 
to act againſt an army of re- 
gular troops; he often ſuffers 
under the Fayorite's perſecution, 
and has more than once deſired 


leave to lay down his command, 


but has always been refuſed. 


There are ſeveral other Mi- 
niſters who come into the privy 
Council, but as they confine 

L themſelves 
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themſelves to the domeſtick af- 
fairs, and have no remarkable 
degree of favour, or influence in 
matters of ſtate, I ſhall not trou- 
ble you with their names or em- 
Riches. ployments, but proceed 
to ſome ſmall account of * 
Czar's riches. 


1 The commerce coin of Muſ- 
Silver Cain. covy is a ſmall piece 


of ſilver about the bigneſs of an 


Engliſh penny, called a Copeek. 
3 Cor REKs, make an AlrIxE. 
10 COPEEKS, ----- 4 GREIVEN, 
25 COPEEKS, ----- a PoPOLTINE, 
50 Coperxs, ---- a  PoLTixe, 
100 COPEEKS, ---- 4 RuBLE. 


Formerly 
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F — 3 was no 2 
but Copeeks, and the other 
names were only to ſignify ſuch 
a number, for the eaſineſs of 
the tale; but in 1703, great 
quantities of ſpecie, Rubles, 
half Rubles, Ic. were made, 
though the maſs of money is 
ſtill in Copeeks. 


All great ſums are generally 
by Rubles, or an hun- Val. 
dred Copeeks, the intrinſic value 
whereof may be about 45. 4d. 
Engliſh, but in the courſe of 
exchange, is generally reckoned 

L 2 at 
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at 6s. 8 d.: And Ann 
oy was 105. 


| An hundred Rubles weighed 
Weight. twelve pound in John 
Baſilowitz s time, who reigned 
from 1540 to 1584, and were 
kept up to eleven pounds till the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, but 
ſince the war, and growing ne- 
ceſſities of the treaſury, have 
been reduced by degrees to fix 
pounds twelve ounces and three 
quarters, Engliſh weight. An 
hundred Rubles of old Copeeks 
weighing ten pounds, are re- 
ceived in the treaſury, at an al- 


lowance 
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lowance of fifteen per cent, and 
are there melted down into new 
Copeeks. 


| The ſtandard ſhould be, of 

the ſame goodneſs with Standard. 
Lyon Dollars, vis. twelve oun- 
ces fine ſilver, and four ounces 
alloy to the pound weight, but 
moſt that is carried into the 
mint, is not above ten ounces 
fine filver, and being ſeldom 
tryed when melted, their coins 
are of different value, as the run 
happens to be good or bad, 
Plate, Dollars, and old Copeeks, 

1 being 


7 d 2 ſummary Account 


being all melted» together, with 
an additional alloy of braſs. | 
The Silver is Croſs Dol- 
Imperted. lars, Lyon Dollars, and 
Albertus Dollars, with un- 
wrought Plate, brought from 
Holland and Hamburgh, and 
Bremen. Of Dollars yearly from 
two to three thouſand ; part to 
clear the Merchants cuſtoms ; 
part in return of braſs money, 
which the treaſury often ad- 
vances to foreigners, to be re- 
paid in Dollars at two years end, 
and partly for the advantage of 
the exchange, in the courſe 
whereof 
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whereof to | Holland, a Dollar 
is only rated from ſixty-two to 
ſeventy- three Copeeks; but can 
be ſold in Archangel from 
eighty- five to ninety Copecks, 


In 1702, the firſt Ducats 
were coined with the Gold Coin. 

Czar's ſtamp, at twenty-ſix 
carrats, being the value of 
Holland's Ducats ; but next 
year the direction of the mint 
was taken from the foreigners, 
and the Chineſe gold being only 
at twenty or twenty-one carrats 
from one to three grains, was 
left without refining, which ut- 


terly 
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terly decried thoſe Ducats, and 
very few have been coined ſince 
1706. The gold is imported 
in ingots from China, about 
three hundred and ſixty pound 
weight Engliſh yearly, beſides 
ſome thouſand Ducats brought 


every ſummer by the fleet to 
| * 


In 1705, the Car begun 
| Braſs. to coin braſs Copecks, 
halves and quarters, thirty-ſix 
pound of braſs Engliſh weight 
which is bought in Moſco for 
ſeven Rubles, produce twenty 
when coined ; about ten thou- 


ſand 


if RUSSIA. 81 
ſand of theſe Copecks are given 
out monthly, but no one is 
obliged to receive them in pay- 
ment, except ſuch as are in the 


Czar's ſervice ; they may be ne- 


gotiated againſt filver at two per 
cent. loſs. The braſs, comes by 


the fleets to Archangel. . 
The money of this country, 
as to the ſupplies of filver and 


value of the coin, de- Trade. 


pends ſo much on Trade, that 
it will be neceſſary to make 


ſome mention of the chief bran- 
ches in this place. 


M The 
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The goods chiefly imported 
„ from England are all 
ſorts of woollen manufactures, 
lead, tin, dying- woods, indigo, 
pewter, olibanum, brimſtone, 
lignum-vite: The Hollanders 
and Hamburghers, beſides theſe, 
bring wines, paper, allum, glaſs- 
ware, ſpices, dollars, plate, gold 
and filver lace, brocades, Sileſia 
cloth, and all forts. of gal- 
lanteries, 
The Engliſh export chiefly, 
Exportatims. hemp, flax, train- 

oil, linnen, pot-aſh, rhubarb, 
Al iſinglaſs, 
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iſinglaſs, wax, tar, red-hides 
and caviar; the two laſt to 
Leghorne. The Hollanders and 
Hamburghers carry out farther, 
wood-aſh, maſts, hydes dried 
and falted, tallow, fables, hemp- 
ſeed, mats, and hogs-briſtles.” 


Their Fiſhery of 5 
ſea-dogs, about ten H. 

thouſand a year, yield five thou- 
ſand meaſures of oil; the ſkins 
and oil are ſent to England. 
Mor/ſes, or ſea-horſes, from No- 
va Zembla, uſed to load thirty 
boats a year with blubber, the 


tceth are eſteemed next to ivory, 
M 2 but. 
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but the trade being, — 
ed by a, comeany decays daily. 
Cod and ſtock-fiſh, about three 
ſhips lading yearly to Denmark; 
ſalmon ſalted and dried, a ſhip's 
loading to Bilboa; theſe with 
ſea, about Kilduyn and Cola; 
but the ſhips N falt from 
St. Ubes. 


The Shen merchants are 
Cyftons. obliged to pay their 
cuſtoms in Dollars ſpecie, at 
Archangel, which are only rec- 


koned -at the antient value of 


hity 
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fifty Copeeks when received in- 
to the treaſury, and that too by 
weight, ſourteen to the pound; 
which ſeldom holding, it comes 
from fourteen and a quarter to 
three quarters. Foreigners pay 
five per cent. for all goods bought 
per cent. for thoſe by tale or 
meaſure; they only pay ſingle 
duties, either for their exporta- 
tions or importations, whichſo- 
ever mount higheſt at the end 
of the trade time; goods ſent 
up by foreigners to Moſco, or 
any inland towns pay ten per 


Cent. 
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cent. "in Dollars, and fix per 
cent. where they buy or ſell in 
Ruſs money: The Ruſſians pay 
five” per cent. where they fell or 
buy in the country, and five per 
cent. at Archangel. Wine pays 
a particular cuſtom of five Dol- 
lars an hogſhead. 


In 1710, the courle of ex- 
Exchange. Change was three Ru- 
bles ten Copeeks to the pound 
ſterling, whereas the intrinſick 
value is only about four Rubles 
and a half ; for the exportations 


excceding the importations near 


two 
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two thouſand Rubles yearly; 
the national credit of their 
money is kept up, which would 
fall almoſt to the real worth; 
if any conſiderable ſum above 
the ballance of the trade was 
to be — wo fea. 1908 


The Crar' s revenues may be 
about ſeyen millions of Rubles 
yearly, ariſing chief 


From the cuſtom * 2 
in Archangel, and Ene orifng. 
the duties on them when bou ght 
or {old by retail in the country. 


From 
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From aviator i in the Czar $ 
hands; pot-aſn yearly to the 
value of forty thouſand dollars; 
| twenty-fve thouſand dollars; 
caviar, thirty thouſand pieces 
of eight, beſides what is con- 
ſumed in the country ; rhubarb, 
about twenty thouſand dollars, 
all which commodities are never 
ſold but for ſpecie dollars; tar, 
in 1706, forty thouſand dollars, 
and another for ten thouſand 
rubles ; very little ſold ſince. 


From 
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. \. From inland monopolies; ſalt, 
five hundred thouſand rubles; 
tobacco, boards and bricks, 
which are ; only. ſold: ; by. the 
Czar's; Officers, the ſums un- 
certain 5 furs a fr om Siberia in 
the treaſury; brandy and beer, 
which, in the town. of Moſco 
thouſand rybles Per dimm. 


From the mint by re-coinage 
of dollars, at one hundred and 
twenty Pen cent. profit. 


Of or money at thirty per cent. 
Of BRASS MONEY at ſixty-five per cent. 


N From 
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From the Chineſe trade, which, 
if well managed, would bring 


in about two or three hundred tho 


rubles profit yearly ; the cargoes 
thither are ſeveral ſorts of Eu- 
ropean merchandize, but chiefly 
furs, as fables, ermines, black 
foxes, and grey ſquirrels, from 
Siberia ; the returns are made in 
damaſks, callicoes, blew linnen, 
gold, tapiſtry, China ware, and 
drugs: A great part of theſe 
uſed to be fold into Lithuania 
and Poland, which trade is now 


almoſt ſunk. 


From 
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Fr rom _ the Per fian 8 
wn raw-ſilk, carpets, bro- 
cades, ſattins, jewels, and Per- 
ſia leather are imported, chiefly 
by the Armenians, who only 
pay two per cent. cuſtom, for 
whatever they tranſport through 


the Czar's dominions without 


breaking bulk, according to an 
old privilege. 


From new impofitions on 
ſtampt paper; on all law-ſuits, 
which pay ten per cent. of 'the 
value conteſted ; - oven, or chim- 
ney money ; all hackney horſes 

N 2 and 
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and carriages ; all Bathſtoves, 
of which every village a one 
in publick, and every faſhion- 


able houſe one in particular, 
are taxed | at a ruble a ren 


YOu: 
From che abbey Fry ** 
were very conſiderable, but haye 
been taken into the  Czar's 
hands, and are managed by, a 
ſecular commiſſion, a compe- 
tency being allowed each cloiſter 
in proportion to the number of 
monks. ; | 
From the /and tax, and royal 
domaines. 1 


All 
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All the Cxar's expencæs are 
paid within t the year, Which makes 
the preſent war fall very heavy 
on him; for though he does Not 
owe above two A: x 1-4 
ſand rubles on all accounts; his 
treaſury by ill management can- 


not find credit for ten thouſand 


rubles; nor will the merchants 
give any bills of exchange, till 


they have received the money 
before hand. 


Mines hives are, *. 
Of; iron, feveral-in Ruſlia i in- 


different; in Siberia very good. 
Of 


J 


I 
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Of copper,” at Olonitz. | 


of . at t Caſan, and 
in the mountains which bound 
Siberia. * 26 Ton 


Het bucks 7 e Waters 
are ſound about Terki on the 


n 1 55 
Salt-peter comes from dar 
and Rebena in the Ukraine, as as 


good as any in the world. 


In 1709, an engineer ſent 
down into the "deſerts between 
Aleph and Chioff, found three 


mines of different” ore, on the 


river 
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river Kundruczi which falls in- 
to the Don, above the town of 
Circaſky : On other little rivers 
which fall into the' Donec, he 
found old melting ovens, the 
openings of ſeveral mines which 
had been worked on, all thought 
to be the remains of the Genoeſe 
colonies. He ſuppoſes ſome of 
them to have vitriol, and quick- 
ſilver, or good tin. | 


The Czar's forces which are 
regimented, cloathed C Ferces. 
and diſciplined, after the foreign 
manner, including the ſeperate 

bodies 
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| bodies in Poland, Lithuania, Li- 
vonia, and Ingria, with the ſe- 


veral garriſons along the frontiers 
from Chioff to Wyburgh, con- 
ſiſt of fifty one e pere of 
n Nami 15,2379} 
[The firſt of Guards, 240 
5 5 Pa 1800 each, 9000 
|| F orty-five more 1200 each, 54000 
Fifty-one companies of Grenadiers, - 1 
4 One company of Bombardiers, 130 


Thirty-ſix regiments of — |; 3 


at. 100 each, 


| 2 Three regiments of bot le 000 
1 nadicrs, 17 
0 ao - 


Total, — 


- 
a+. L 


The 


—> 
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The firſt regiment of foot- 
guards has twenty- 234i, goaip- 
four companies, the 
five others eighteen companies, 
and the ordinary regiments 
twelve ; the regiments of dra- 
goons have ten companies each. 
The foot receive equal pay and 
portion with the dragoons, hay 
and oats excepted. 

STAFF OFFICERS. 


Yearly Rubles, 
Colonel, as ſuch, 650 
Lieut. Colonel, as ſuch, 390 
Major, as ſuch, 325 
Clerk of the Regiment, 91 
Surgeon, 130 


Chaplain 
and for paid by the Regiment. 
Provoſt 

O "of 
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Of a COMPANY. 


Yearly Rubles. | 

Captain, 234 
Lieutenant, 130 
Enſign, 104 
Quarter Maſter, 91 
Three Serjeants, at 15 rubles 60 g 6 
| copeeks each, 4 
Six Corporals, at 13 rubles each, 78 
Clerk of the company, 13 
Two Drummers, 11 rubles each, 22 
Eighty- four common Soldiers, at 

11 rubles each, 974 
One hundred Men, 1642 
Nine companies more, 14,778. 


Total of a Dragoon regiment, 18006. 


The Colonels, Lieut. Colo- 
nels, and Majors, have all com- 
panies, and full allowance as 
Captains. The 
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The portions are to every 
common ſoldier a * tun of corn, 
the eighth part of a tun of 
peaſe or oatmeal, and ten n pounds 
of bacon, per month « 


To the dragoons eighteen 
pounds Engliſh of hay per diem, 
and two tun of oats per month. 
All under officers, from Quar- 
ter-maſters to Drummers inclu- 
ſively, have double portions ; 
the Hautboys, where any are, 
receive their extra pay from 
the Colonels. 


* So in the original; but probably a Ruſſian 
tun differs very much from ours. 


O 2 The 
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The foreign Generals are on 
General Officers. different f ootings ac- 
cording to their capitulations. 


Felt Marſhal Lieutenant, 10, ooo dol- 


lars, per annum. 


A foreign Lieutenant General, com- 
monly 3250 rubles, per annum. 


Rubles yearly, 
Lieutenant General of the country, 15 


A foreign Major General, 1950 
Major General of the country, 1170 
Brigadier General, about 1040, 


All general officers have re- 
giments and companies, with 


allowance of pay and profits. 


ALLOWANCE 
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ALLOWANCE of | SERVANTS: 


Felt Marſhal, . 

elt 9 ü 39 

Lieut. General, ka- 
Major General, 

Colonel, 
Lieut. Colonel, 
Major, 
Captain, 
Lieutenant, 
Enſign, 


G9 


Beſides thoſe as Captain. 


„ OH © 


REGIMENTS which are not compleatly offi- 
cered, cloatbed and payed on the foreign 


footing : 


1 Men. 
Four Regiments in garriſon at 
Smolenſko, 4800 
One Regiment in Archangel, 1200 
One Regiment in Veronitz, 1200 
Four Regiments in Aſoph and 
Taganrok, =__ 


Five 
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Five Regiments in Aſtracan, "> 6 | 
„ 55 l tos 
Dox and Mieke 19 $ eginents } 2000 
Twenty-one Regiments, p 24,800. 
Two 5 e of militia — . 
an, | 


companies in the leſſer gar- £ 
riſons of Ingria, 


Officers and Soldiers of the a 
767 


— b 
 Un-regimented Soldiers and free) 
3383 


lery in ſeveral garriſons of 
Ingria, 
Recruits exerciſing in ſeveral parts 
of the country, generally | 10,000 


about * | 
Ninety Regiments of dragoons, 
as on page 96, 209.680 


Total, 150,600. 


Six 
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Six Regiments of Germans, 
who after their capitulation at 
Perevolotſch took ſervice under 
the Czar, and were ſent laſt 
winter to Caſan and Aſtracan, 
being between three or four 
hundred each, may be about 


I 0,000, 


Of the Coſſacks and Tartars 
I cannot make any juſt 'com- 
putation ; the moſt the Czar 
has had together in this war, 
have not been above | 30,000 
men. 


To 


104 4 Jummary Acconnt 


To theſe muſt be added, the 
garriſons of Siberia and the 
North, which cannot be drawn 
off for any ſervice in Europe. 


The pay of the Officers in 
the garriſons and nnn 


regiments is, 


Colonel, from 25 to 30 Rubles, per month. 
Lieut. Colonel, 15 Rubles, per month. 
Major, 14 

Captain, 11 

Ty 9, 10 Copecks, 


For cloathing the Czar's ar- 
Cloathing. my, every man 18 al- 
lowed eight arſbines of cloth, 


from 


of RUSSIA. 105 


from ſixty to ſeventy copeeks 
the arſbine; the firſt coſt of 
the cloth in England is about 
3s. 2d. the yard. 


Cloaks for the Dragoons, each ſix yards. 


Hats delivered into . 

aaa Us { 60 Copecks a piece, 

Boots, 2 80 Copeeks a pair. 

A Soldier's Muſ 5 
— $ quet, } 80 Copecks. 

A Sword. 25 Copeeks. 

A pair of Piſtols, 3 Rubles, 


N. B. Only the guards have Piſtols ; they 
have alſo better arms from Utrecht, or 
Saxony. | 


The name of a Ruſs meaſure, near a quar- 
ter leſs than an Engliſh yard, | 


P The 
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© The arm * is 4a once 
in two years; towards the 
cloathing a copeek a day i is de- 
ducted from the ſoldiers ; the 
Czar finds the arms and wth, | 


"The nobility are obliged to 
"Horſes furniſh the horſes-for the 
dragoons, at ſeven rubles a horſe, 
paid out of the Czar's treaſury, 
though the horſes often coſt 
them ten or twelve rubles a 
piece. Some of the regiments 
have been mounted on the Swe- 
diſh horſes which were ſurren- 
dered at Perevolotſch; the reſt 


Ar 
* 


(3 1 | very 
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very tl mounted: ,Moſt of the 
dragoons are gentry, obliged to 
1 4 * the tenure of their 

The artillery is very well 
ſerved; the great guns Artillery. 
are moſt of mettle, generally 
from three to thirty-ſix poun- 
ders, new caſt ſince the preſent 
war, either from old pieces 
which had been heaped up by 
the Czar's anceſtors, without 
any juſt regard to the calibre, 
or from the bells which every 
church or cloiſter were obliged 
to furniſh to the foundery about 
* ten 
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ten years ago, according to their 
largeneſs and income. In 1708, 
there were a thouſand pieces of 
cannon in the town of Moſco 
alone, from one to ſixty poun- 
ders; the arſenals of Pleſcow, 
Smolenſko and Chioff were fil- 
led in proportion; beſides the 
field artillery, every battalion 
having two long three pounders 
of mettle ; the mortars. are of 
braſs, - or Siberia iron, of all 
bores. The Czar is perſonally 
very curious in his fire-works, 
is Captain of his bombardiers, 
and has moſt foreign officers, 


which 


which he engaged in England 
or Holland aſter the laſt peace. 
The powder is made in Moſco 
ſtrong and good, except the de- 
livery is connived at by the offi- 
cers for their own profits; the 
magazines are not filled with 
ſtores as they ought to be, but 
ſufficient quantities may be pre- 
pared in a little time, there be- 
ing ſeveral mills ready, and al- 
ways plenty of good ſalt- peter 
from the Ukraine. 


Account of the progreſs 
made by the Czar in his 
ſhipping. 

The 
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"x he Gi tip was "bull for 
Shipping the Czar's pleaſure when 
very young, on the Bielſo Ozero, 
| or White-ſea, a large lake a- 
| bout three hundred miles from 
| Molro STOMP 
| | In the winter of 1695, 00 
ral half gallies and brigantines 
0 were prepared at Moſco, and 
carried by ſled- way to Veronitz, 
where they were put together, 
[ and ſent down the Don to be 
I uſed at the ſiege of Aſoph. 


In 1696, a conſiderable num- 
| ber of ſhip-carpenters coming 


from 


lians and a Greek maſter from 
Venice, a fleet was raiſed at 
Stupena and Veronitz, for which 
end the whole Empire was di- 
vided into eighty- four parts, and 
each diviſion to furniſh a ſhip, or 
an equivalent number of gallies, 
brigantines, and ſmall craft: 
The chief nobility appointed to 
overſee this work in the Czar 8 
abſence, contracted for the ſhips 
with foreigners,, who for want 
of experience, dry timber, and 
ſufficient time, as well as for 
their private gains, run up the 


veſſels 
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veſſels very ſlightly with green 
and bad ſtuff, ſo that they de- 
cayed before they were finiſhed ; 
which the Czar - perceiving at 
his return from Great Britain, 
he came by degrees entirely to 
diſlike the Dutch building and 
maſters, and diſcharged them 
as he could procure Engliſh, 
The laſt ſhips built by the 
Dutch, were eleven 1 at 
be in 1 703. | 

The fleet being built on 


Place where lange rivers, far up 
the Ships 
are built. in the land, it may 


be of uſe to give ſome ſhort 
deſcription 
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deſcription of the places, where 
the yards either are, or have 
ont daddy) vs! b 19) 


Stupena is a {mall town on 
the river Veronne, a- Stages. 
bout twenty Engliſh miles above 


Veronitz. 


Veronitz is another ſmall 
town, lying in 50 de-  ermits. 
grees 20 minutes of northern 
latitude, and in 63 degrees lon- 
gitude, on the Veronne, eight 
Engliſh miles above the mouth 
of that river, where it falls in- 
to the Don. In 1696, the 


Q Czar 


— — — 
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Czar began a ſtone arſenal 


there, to preſerve all manner 
of ſtores. The ſhips here, and 
at Stupena, were built on the 
land on launches, but could 
not be got a- float without great 
difficulty, nor otherwiſe than 
in the ſpring, to remove which 
inconveniency a ſluice and work 
was made at the mouth of the 
river in 1702, for raiſing and 
letting off the water at any 
time required; and by this 
means fifteen ſhips were laid 
dry on the land to be refitted in 
1703: But proper care not be- 


= 
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ing taken to keep the ſluices 
open in the ſpring, when the 
floods came down, and brought 
vaſt quantities of ſand waſhed 
off the neighbouring mouti- 
tains, the channel began to 
choak up, ſcarce ſix foot of 
water remaining where ſeven- 
teen were formerly. PW 


This diappointmem,; with 
the bad air, the ground being 
marſhy, and the people ſubject 
to agues in the ſpring, which 
has carried ſeveral of them off, 
obliged the Czar to think of 


removing his yards, and the 


Q 2 river 
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river being viſited in 17055, for 
a proper place to make ſome 
docks, Taveroff a little village 
ſix miles lower was pitched on 
by the High-Admiral Apraxin, 
contrary to the opinion of all 
the ſhip-carpenters and ſluice- 
makers, who repreſented that it 
was impoſlible to lay any foun- 
dation there, which could ſe- 
cure them againſt the force of 
the floods, the banks being a 
looſe ſand; but the Admiral 
continuing obſtinate for ſome 


private intereſt, eight docks 


were begun under the direction 
of 
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of a Polander, Anniſet Miketo- 
wick, in 1706. The gates and 
foundations were accordingly 
blown up in 170), and not- 
withſtanding all poſſible care and 
reparations, met the ſame fate 
in 1708: In the ſame year 
however poſitive orders bein g 
given to ſet up four eighty gun 
thips, three of forty-eight, and 
one of twenty-four in that place, 
the carpenters reſolved to open 
the gates in the floods and let 
in the water, rather than have 
the foundation of the dock tore 
up, and the carcaſſes of the 


ſhips 
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as happened to one the year be- 
fore: This occaſions a great 


delay of near ſix weeks in the 


ſpring, during which all he 
men lye idle. 


The Czar bein 8 convinced 
of theſe i inconveniencies in 1709, 
when he was there in the ſ pring, 
ordered the ſhips to be run up 
with plank, until they could 
hold water, and then to aban- 
don the work, which had coſt 
above one hundred and fixty 
thouſand dollars, and the lives 
of three or four thouſand men ; 


and 
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and a new work is begun at the 
mouth of the river Seriot, which 
forms a ſmall lake a little be- 
fore it falls into the Don, about 
one hundred Engliſh miles be- 
low Veronitz; and an engineer 
is already ordered thither, to lay 
out the plan of a fortification, 
the place being on the ep, or 
deſert; expoſed to the rebellions 
of the Coſſacks, and ſudden in- 
curſions of the Tartars. 


The river Don ſprings from 


the Ivan Ozero, or River Des, 
St. John's-ſea, in the TR 
54th degree 15 minutes, and 

from 


- - 
— — — 
— — — — — . — —ͤ—— 
* © Oe — — 
- — >. — 
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from thence runs a courſe of a- 
bout five hundred Engliſh miles 
to Aſoph, a little below which 
place it falls into the Palus 
Mzotis, in the 47th degree 20 
minutes. The Don 1s / below 
Veronitz, from three hundred 
to ſix hundred fathom broad, 
and- deep enough from the mid- 
dle of April to the end of June 
for ſhips of burthen, but in the 


other months the water is ſo 


low that in ſeveral ſhallows 
there is not above a foot and a 
half. In the ſpring floods this 


river riſes from ſixteen to eight- 


teen 
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teen foot perpendicular, and the 
current is very rapid. In 170, 
the Czar ſet out from Veronitz 
with fix brigantines on the tenth 
of April, and arrived at Aſoph 
on the twentieth of the ſame 
month; two men of war, which 
were carried down at the ſame 
time, got thither about a fort- 
night afterwards. | 


Aſoph lies at the mouth of 
the river Don, in 47 de- As. 
grees 27 minutes latitude, ' and 
64 degrees 32 minutes longi- 
tude; it was taken by the Caſ- 
ſacks in 1637, who continued 


R maſters 
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maſters of the place till 1642, 
when i it fell to the Turks, and 
remained in their hands till 
1695, but was then taken by 
the Czar ; 3 the fortifications were 
new modelled, and two little 
fortreſſes built at the mouth of 
the Don. This haven is very 
inconvenient, and almoſt im- 
practicable for ſhips of burthen ; : 
for the Don dividing into ſeve- 
ral branches, the currents are 
not ſtrong enough to clear the 
mouths of the river from the 
ſands which choak them up, 
and leave not above ſix or ſeven 

foot 
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foot of water in moſt places, 10 
chat the men of war can only 
go but in the ſpring floods, and 
then muſt be 1 ET from 
their artillery „Sc. or when Vio- 
lent winds 12 ſet i in from the 
ſea for ſeveral days toge ether, 
which raiſe the water to a very 
great height, as generally hap- 
pen in autumn in the Finniſh 
gulph. = 4 | 
By reaſon of this ifculty; 
the Czar was obliged T . 
to look out for another haven; 
and pitched on a nook: of land 
which runs out into the Palus 


R 2 Mzotis, 
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Mæotis, to the weſt of Aſoph, 
W he built a very good 

, regular fortifications, a 
* mole like the baſin of 
Toulon, and for the greater ſe- 
curity, a redoubt in nature of 
the Rieſbank has been raiſed be- 
fore the entrance. When this 
work was begun, the harbour 
was deep enough for ſhips of 
force, but as the mole was car- 
ried on, the ſands increaſed, and 
now a ſhip of fifty guns cannot 
go in or out without camels, as 
at the Pampus; ſo that it can- 
not ſerve for a retreat from an 
enemy, or in bad weather. 


The 
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a The Palus Mzotis., is about 
three hundr ed Eng- Palus Moti t. 
liſh miles long, and generally 
about an hundred broad, it ebbs 
and flows as the Mediterranean, 
the water is very ſhallow to- 
wards the ſhores, and ſubject to 
great ſtorms, and ſhort waves. 


The Czar's ſhips for the 
Baltick are built at Lauge 
Ladinopole, and Olo- Olnitz. 
nitz, or Olonec, villages lying 
on two ſmall rivers on the 
north-eaſt fide of the Ladoga- 
ſca. 


At 


- 
— —— — 
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At Peterſburgh” there is a 
Peterſburgh. little yard, where all 
ſorts of boats and ſmall craft are 
built, and ſome of the frigates 
are repaired : This is the Czar's 
favorite town and haven; built 
on two ſmall iſlands in the river 
Nieva, which is there large and 
deep enough to receive ſixty gun 
ſhips cloſe to the walls of the 
fortreſs: The foundation of this 
new town was laid ſoon after 
the taking of N yenſchantz, 
which the Czar demoliſhed, in 
hopes it might one day prove a 
ſecond Amſterdam or Venice; 

to 
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to people it, the, nobility, were 
ordered to remove hither from 
the fartheſt part of the country, 
thou gh with no ſmall difficulty, 
fince the climate i is too cold, and 
the ground too marſhy to farniſh 
the conveniencies of life, which 
are all brought from the neigh- 
bouring countries; however, the 
Czar, is charmed with his new 
production, and-would looſe the 
beſt of his provinces ſooner than 
this barren corner. The for- 
treſs is built on a ſeperate iſland 
with good ſtone baſtions laid on 
piles, but of much too narrow an 

extent 


— — 
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extent to make any conſiderable 
defence, in caſe of an attack. 
The floods in autumn are very 
inconvenient, ſometimes _ riſing 
ſuddenly in the night to the 
firſt floors, ſo that the cattle ; are 
often ſwept away, and the in 
habitants ſcarce ſaved by their 
upper ſtories; on which account 
they can have no magazines or 
cellars, nor is the ground prac- 
ticable for digging, the water 
coming in at two foot depth ; 
the river is ſeldom or never 
clear of the ice before the mid 


dle of May, and the ſhips can- 


not 


/ 
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not hold, the ſea any longer than 
the end of September, without 
great danger. | 

At Archangel, the 10 trans- 
port lies in very good Archangel. | 
c condition, with a frigate of fix- 
teen guns and another of twen- 
ty; ſome merchant ſhips are 
built almoſt yearly here, by a 
Dutch builder, with Ruſſian 


carpenters under him. 


At Caſan about forty frigates 
from eight to fourteen Caen. 
guns, which - were built there, 
but very ill proportioned, lye 
rotting on the ſhore. 

8 Number 


130 Ame my 


Noble uro finiſhed: 


2 
One by his Czariſh Majeſty of 80 decayed 
Two by, Mr. Coſens of 70 
Two by Mr. Nye of 70 
Three by Mr. Nye of | 50 
Two of theſe haue been decayed | 
| 272 rad, 15 * 
Two by the Czar of 30 
One of theſe has been decayed 
245 4 os been repaired. $ | 
Two Dutch ſhips re- built at 8 
Stupena o 5 : 
One by Mr. Nye of 160 7 
The laſt in - imitation of the 
"ER ; 
ä Di, 13. | 


ia ach. Mr. G * 
— employed eight, and Mr. 


N P eleven years. 
| On 
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On the STOCKS reno 


0A Guns. 
Twp by Mr. Coſens of 80 
Two by = * . 80 


4 


The frames of theſe are up, 
but on repreſentation of their 
being too large, wa one is to 
be finiſhed for a trial. 


The Car * nl lying 
ready there for two more of 
eighty guns; but none of theſe 
will carry ſo many guns as 


they arc rated at, by ſix or ten 
each, | 


f 8 2 On 
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On the LAUNCHSS at TOVAROFF, 
Two by Mr. Coſens of 428 
One by Mr. Nye of. 48 
One by Mr. Nye of 24 

The laft is deſigned for a battery fhip, 


to carry one tire only, 24 pounders. 


heſe laſt ſhips now. in hand 
are to. be built on cheſts, for 
the eaſier floating them down 
the Don, and over the flats at 
Aſoph. - 


On the Don at ſeveral places, 
are thirty-ſix fail of Dutch ſhips 
from eighty to thirty guns, all 
rotten, and only planked on the 
out- ſide to keep above water for 

a ſhow, 
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a ſhow, but as the new ſhips can 
be got ready, wih be broke up 
and uſed for firing, the two late- 
ly re- built haring not proved 
worth the expence of time and 
charge. 


n tha Palus FOO at 
Ah a to men of war 
Britiſh built, and carried down 
thither in 1709; the reſt are 
brigantines and half gallies. 


At Taganrok are fix or ſeven 
Dutch built ſhips-quite decayed ; 
two are uſed every year to fetch 
ſalt from one of the iſlands in 
the Palus Mæotis, on the coaſt 

of 
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The anette of the FO 
Dinos gun ſhips are fifty feet 
broad, and one hundred and 
ſixty- eight feet long, and ſeven- 
teen feet and a Half is to be their 
greateſt draught" of water; but 
they being built too ſhallow for 
the length and breadth, the ſhip- 
wrights were 'of opinion, their 
backs would be in danger of 
breaking in bad weathet, that 
they had not hold enough in the 
water to ſave themſelves from a 
lee-ſhore, and were of too great 

bulk 


ef RUSSIA. 135 


bulk for the Palus Mæotis. The 
other rates are + the ſame 
proportion. 


All the ſhips by the fault of 
the timber, ſome being green, 
others over-grown, and a great 
part cut in the ſpring after the 
ſap is run up, which makes the 
wood ſpungy, moiſtneſs of the 
air, and damps of the carth, 
rot as faſt as they are built; to 
prevent which, a propoſal was 
made by Captain Perry, three 
years ago, to lay them up in a 
dry haven, and cover them with 
ſheds; the timber for the project 


Was 
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was cut down, but the work 


not yet begun a copy of the 
propoſal was ſent by me to Great 
Britain ſome time ago. 


The fleet at Peterſburgh, 
$44: os Conſiſts of twelve fri- 
Fantus. gates, eight gallies, 
ſix fire-ſhips, and two bomb- 
veſſels, beſides ſmall craft. Of 
the frigates only three are in 
a condition of- ſervice, the reſt 
being decayed will ſcarce, en- 
dure the-ſea, and much leſs an 
engagement before they are re- 
built. 3 


At 
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k At Olonitz, two ſhips of 
fir are rg gs of forty guns, 
and may be ready this ſum- 


mer. 


At Ladinople, two by Mr. 
Brown of fifty guns were to 
be ready the laſt ſummer, the 
knee, timbers, ſtem and ſtern 
are of oak, TI from Caſan 
by land. 


One ſhip of eighty guns was 
to be ſet up laſt year. 


T All 
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All the other ſhips at Peterſ- 
burgh and Archangel are of 
fir, thoſe at Veronitz and Caſan 
are of oak. In 1710, orders 
were given for fitting up twenty- 
three ſail of ſhips on the Don, 
being thoſe built, or building 
by the Engliſh, which are like 
to be the main force of the 
Czar's fleet, the reſt bein g ſhow 
and number. 


The fleet at Peterſburgh has 
oe lin only hitherto been 
Peterſburgh manned in any toler- 


able regularity; each frigate 
there 
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there had, a captain, lieutenant, 
maſter, boatſwain, boatſwain 8 
mate, ſeamen, and eighty ma- 
rines; but on any expedition 
they were always re-inforced by * 
the ſoldiers of the paged 90 


On the ih K Gail of 
Dutch ſhips on the On #e Don. 
Don are thirty-five Dutch offi- 


cers and ſeamen, and about two 


hundred Ruſſians. 


At Taveroff, are about fif- 
teen officers and ſeamen, 


Fg At 
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At, Taganrok is Commodore 
Beckham, an Engliſhman, with 
about three jm officers and 
ſeamen, and ſixteen, Ruſſians 
on board each ſhip ; When the 
veſſels fail for falt, they are 
manned by the ſoldiers of the 
r x LA | 

03 s mk 


f At . was a Com: - 
modore, a Hollander:; the fri- 
gates there were better manned 
by Ruſſian pilots and water- 
men, and foreign | ſeamen, 
which were yearly ogy ce: 


out 
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out of the fleets : Theſe veſſels 
are now 1 in the Baltick. 


A fea S Tins thirty-nine 
rubles, 4 month; a licu- Po. 
tenant ſeventeen; an under 
lieutenant and maſter eleven: 
The Ruſſian ſeamen and ma- 
rines are paid'on the ſame foot- 
ing with the land forces, vis. 
each man a tun of corn, the 
eighth part of a tun of peaſe or 
oatmeal, and ten pounds of 
bacon, a month, and eleven ru- 
bles @ year in money. The fo- 
reigners have ſomething extraor- 
dinary for their encouragement. 


On 
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on the * are three, goers 
on the following eſtabliſhment. 


In the Firſt YARD. 


YEARLY SALARY. 


5 Pounds Ster. Rubles, 
Maſter Builder, Rich. Coſens, 500 120 


Under Maſter, Hadley, 100 100 
Aſſiſtant, Rob. Davenport, 70 80 
Firſt Prentice, Francis Kitchen, 182 


Second Prentice, Wm. * 100 
grove, ſent to Peterſburgh, 3 
A Dutch Smith for the n 60 

work, 


Labourers, one with a- 
nother, 


Five hundred Carpenters and 
12,592 


— 


— 


Total, 670. 13,592. 


In 
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In the Second Y ARD. 


Yearly Ruble. 
Maſter Builder, The CZAR, at 500 


Under Maſter, Fedaiee Soltikoff, 1000 


Firſt Aſſiſtant, | 2 260 
Second Aſſiſtant, 260 
A Dutch Smith, 182 
Five hundred Carpenters, Sc. 

as in the Firſt, I 125592 


Total, 14,794. 
In the Third YARD. 


YEARLY SALARY. 


Peunds fler. Rubles. 
Maſter Builder, Henry Nye, 250 100 


Under Maſter, Henry Johnſon, 100 120 
Aſſiſtant, Wm. Gardner, 80 100 


Three Ruſſian Prentices, _ 
130 rubles each, 399 


A Dutch Smith, 260 
Five hundred Carpenters, &c. 12,592 


Total, 430. 13,562. 
More, 


I 44 A fig — 


' \ 


„ Tbe men a dying in the 
yards, and their places not be- 
ing ſupplied, no yard has at 
preſent above two hundred men. 
The Czar's yard for theſe three 
laft years has only. built brigan- 
tines and fmall craft, he being 
in the army, and his under 
maſter at Peterſburgh, but he 
regularly receives his proportion 
of timber, by lot, with the reſt, 
nor will he ſuffer the other yards 
to make uſe of his ſtuff, but 
on obligatiou to repay him the 
next receipts. He allows no 


foreigners 
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foreigners to work in his yard, 


but has the draughts of his ſhips 
from the Britiſh maſters, 


Mr. Coſens and Nye have the 
inſpection of the Dutch Ship 
Dutch ſhips on the Don, which 
are moſt decayed; under "cnt 
for this ſervice are, 


VxARLY SALARY. 
Pounds fler. Rubles. 
Aſſiſtant, Henry Bird, I00 120 
Prentice, Leonard Chapman, 182 
An Italian Calker, 260 


Three hundred Carpenters, 
Calkers and Lies. | 6757 2 


Total, 100. 7314. 


U A 


—̃¶ ͤN — 


— — 
— -——— Oo — — — 


— — om — + 


— - ͤö3à—ꝛ————:?! n —— 
— 
Lay 
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At 'STUPENA, 0 tate care of the old 
Dutch Ships: 

YnArLY SALARY. 

Pounds fer.  Rubles. 


A Dutch Builder, 220 
Under him a few men taken 
out of the other yards. f 

Fur building and taking care of | 

| the GALLIES. 

Maſter Builder, a Greek, 300 

His Aſſiſtant, 130 

Fifty Carpenters, 912 
Maſt- matters and other Artificers, 

Maſter Mack, a " 

Wright, 100 1226 

Two Prentices, at 130 ru- 

' bles each, ( 260 
Interpreter, 18 
Eighty Carpenters, 1423 

Maſter 


«>, 
* 
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YEARLY SALARY. 


Pounds fer. Rubles. 
Maſter Block-maker, Baggs, 100 220 


* — 


Two Aſſiſtants, at 195 ru- 

bles each, g 0 | 260 
One hundred Carpenters and 1312 4 

Turners. F APE 
Maſter Carver, Mansfeldt, 400 
Under Carver, a Pole, 1 
Two Aſſiſtants, at 195 ru- | 

bles each, : 399 
Seventy Men, 1533 


Maſter Calker, H. Atherley, 50 


One hundred and fifty Calkers, 2737 
Maſter Painter, S. Hopkins, 100 


Under Painter, a Ruſſian, 260 
Japanner, Brunquaſs, 923 
Joyner, a Swede, 65 
Maſter Boat-builder, a Ruſs. 260 
Maſter Sail-maker, a Rus. 260 
Maſter Sawyer, a Dutchman, 390 
Twenty Men, 219 


U 2 | All 
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a | the Czar's anchors are 
made at Dobrove, about an 
hundred Engliſh miles - from 
Veronitz, nearer Moſco. 


Pounds fer. 


Maſter Anchor-ſmith, R. Halley, 150 
Under Maſter, Robert Dayies, 80 
Loek-ſmith, Thomas Daniel, 100 
Smiths and Prentices under them. 

Purveyors i in the Wi ads. 

e Ribles. 

A Dutchman, - 194 260 
A Greek, who has been in England, 

chuſes good timber, ö 260 


A Greek, who ſends down any ſtuff f * 
that comes to hand, 


The Labourers are Peaſants, obliged to 
work in the woods for nothing, which 
hardſhip has made ſeveral hundreds deſest 


the country, 8 
Dock- 
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Yearly Rubles, 
Dock-builder, Anniſſee ee: 
Aſſiſtant, a Ruſſian, | - :*- o 0 
Two hundred Carpenters, 3650 


Several hundred Labourers, which the 
neighbouring provinces are obliged to 
ſend in by turns, and furniſh them with 
bread and ſubſiſtance for ſo many months. 


At OLONITZ, in the Ladoga-Sea. 
YEARLY ' SALARY. 


Pounds fler. Rubles, 
Maſter Builder, Rich. Brent, 200 .150 


Aſſiſtant, Edward Hill, 100 120 

Two hundred and fifty Car- g 6206 
penters and Labourers, 3 

At LADINOPLE. 

Maſter Builder, Brown, 150 100 

Two hundred and fifty — 6296 
penters and Labourers | 

Maſter Boat-builder, Hunt, 130 100 

Maſter Joyner, Evans, So 7 i: 

Maſter Carver, Mallard, 80 


The 
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. communications which 
8 the Czar: has order. 


Deo a Wea, ed between ſeveral 
rivers, with a proſpe& of ad- 
. vancing his trade and ſhipping, 
are between the Don and 


Wol ga. 


This paſſage was firſt en- 
Don and Wolga, deavoured to be cut 
by Sultan Selim, for the better 
tranſportation of his army to 
Aſtracan and the Caſpian- ſea 
againſt the Perſians, in 1 560, 
but his deſign was defeated by 

the 
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the continual irruptions of the 
Coſſacks and Ruſſes. This en- 
terprize lay dead till about 1693, 
when the Czar employed an en- 
gineer, Colonel Breckel, to work 
on the communication, but be- 
ing very ill uſed by Prince Boris 
Alexewitz Galliczyn, governor 
of the province, who openly 
oppoſed the work, and who 
would neither | furniſh men or 
materials in purſuance of the 
Czar's orders, the engineer to 
avoid his perſecution fled away 
to Perſia. In 1699, another 
engineer, Captain Perry, was 


employed 
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employed in this ſervice, but 
met with the ſame diſcourage- 
ment from Prince Galiczyn as 
his predeceſſor, notwithſtanding 
which, the work was carried on 
with pretty good ſucceſs till the 
end of December 1710, when 
the Czar ordered it to be laid 
aſide till after the war, ſince he 
could not ſo well ſpare the num- 
ber of men required in the pre- 
ſent juncture. The digging 
work is about half finiſhed, 
twelve thouſand men and about 


five years time, would ſerve to 


perfect the whole; the channel 


Was 
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was to be large and deep enough 
for ſhips of eighty guns to paſs; 
it is to be dug through near three 
Engliſh miles, in which ſpace 
there is a large mountain, be- 
tween the rivers Lavala and Ca- 
miſhinka; the firſt falls into the 
Don about one hundred and 
thirty Engliſh miles from the 
Canal, and the laſt into the 
Wolga, about nine Engliſh miles 
from the Canal; ſix ſluices are 
begun but none finiſhed, and 
ſix more are to be made in the 
Camiſhinka: In all from the 
Lavala to the place where the 


X Camiſhinka 
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Camiſhinka falls into the Wolga, 
are ſixty- two thouſand three 
hundred Englith feet. 


The ſecond communication 
Den and Occa. 18 by a canal near the 
Ivan Ozero, between a branch 
of the river Don and the Tula, 
which falls into the Occa : This 
work is above eight Engliſh 
miles long, and has ſeveral ſtone 
ſluices, though not quite brought 
to perfection, and is only de- 
ſigned for a paſſage for large 
boats. 


The 
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The third communication is 
between the Wolga Welza and 
and the Wolchow, a £<4«-S, 
river which runs by Novogrod 
and falls into the Ladoga-ſea: 
This canal is cut near Wiſnei 
Woloczok, I think not above an 
Engliſh mile long, and quite 
finiſhed, a mathematician was 
ſent down this ſpring to take an 
exact ſurvey of it and the upper 
parts of the two rivers; and 
another engineer was at the ſame 
time diſpatched to view the 
rivers about the Biel Ozora, and 

X 2 other 
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other lakes, to ſee whether he 
cannot find a more convenient 
paſſage into the Ladoga-ſea ; 
the river Wolchow below No- 
vogrod having two or three dan- 
gerous falls. This communica- 
tion ſeems to be more for cu- 
rioſity than uſe, for the frigates 
now bringing from Caſan, have 
been three years in their paſſage ; 
they are frozen up the fix win- 
ter months; during the ſpring 
floods for five or fix weeks it is 
ſcarce poſſible for them to mount 
the Wolga againſt the current; 


towards the autumn the waters 


arc 
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are very low, and they are often 
forced to warp round the points 
of land and ſand banks: This 
laſt winter a carpenter was ſent 
to cut down oak for ſux fifty- gun 
ſhips at Caſan, the timbers were 
to be rough hewn there, and 
tranſported in, flat bottom boats 
to Peterſburgh A by the time 
theſe will be on the road, it will 
be certainly known whether this 
communication can be of any 
uſe to commerce. 


Theſe obſervations on the 
ſtate of Ruſſia are Comnclufin. 
all that occur to me as neceſſary, 


till 


- 
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till the influence of this nation 
in the preſent. war, and it's 
ſhare in the general affairs of 
Europe, makes this country 
better known to ſtrangers. 


MVSEVM 
TANNICVM 


— 


— 


* 


wa 
ERRATA, page 90, line 3, under the 


article of the Chineſe trade, for two or 
three hundred rubles, Read, two or 
three hundred thouſand rubles, &c. 


